
Fulfilling Our Unique Eternal Role
New Church teachings paint an incredible picture of the form of
heaven. If we were able to stand back and see it from the Lord’s
perspective, it would appear in the form of a single human
being. The teachings use the term ‘Grand Man’, or ‘Grand
Human’. We are taught about this image for a number of
reasons. The first is to show us that humanity is meant to
function as a singular united entity, with each individual playing
their role in the health and usefulness of the larger human
collective.

Like every part of the human body, both small and large, we all
have a unique role in the functional perfection of heaven. Or
put differently, no one else will ever be able to fill the eternal
role that we have been specially designed to fill. We are one-of-
a-kind. And should we allow the Lord to lead us into heaven, we
will provide a service there to everyone else that will never be
able to be filled in quite the same way by any other person.

All of this means that throughout history, people have entered
heaven in all the general types of forms that the Grand Human
needs. There are people that support the five senses, those who
are the heart and lungs, and others who fill every other role that
is required. Indeed, whole heavenly communities function in
ways such as the nose, the mouth or the ears—every part needed
in the human collective—with each person in each community
playing their own specialized role.
We can take all this a step further. Every part of our physical
body represents the same part of the Grand Human of heaven.
Our physical eyes relate to the eyes of the Grand Human. New
Church teachings use the term “correspond” to define the
essential connection between the natural and the spiritual.
Because of this, we are sometimes described as being a heaven
in miniature.

The bookHeaven and Hell goes on to tell us that: “Even
though we completely correspond physically to all of heaven, we
are still not images of heaven in outward form, but only in
inward form. Our deeper reaches are receptive of heaven, while
our more outward ones are receptive of the world.” (no. 99)

I think we can see why this teaching is so true. None of us are
perfect outwardly. This applies both to our physical bodies as
well as to our demeanor. As we age our physical bodies will
likely grow less perfect. But, as we mature spiritually, the
person we are on the inside can grow more perfect and be more
of an image of heaven. Perhaps our demeanor will improve
along with this. But, even if someone seems to grow more

difficult in their behavior, it doesn’t mean that they are not
growing more beautiful in their spirit. There is a reason why at
the end of life we leave the physical body and all its
imperfections behind.

None of this means that we should simply let our physical
bodies decline. It doesn’t mean that it is okay for us to not act
with patience and kindness toward others whenever we have
both the chance and the where-with-all to act in more charitable
and helpful ways. Instead, throughout this natural life we should
be doing whatever we can to cooperate with the Lord on the
journey of spiritual advancement. We should be striving to be
the angel that He wants us to be. And, when other people fall
short of the types of behaviors that we prefer, we should be
careful of our judgment. They might very well be more angelic
on the inside than we are.

—Garry

Please note this is a combined July/August
issue of the Courier

July Meetings
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00 am - Pastor at church

Tuesday, July 6, 11:00 am - Final Gospel of John discussion
(We’ll take a break until starting a new study in September)

Tuesday, July 6, 7:00 pm - Pastor's Council
Tuesday, July 13, 7:00 pm - Board of Trustees

August Meetings
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00 am - Pastor at church
Sunday, Aug 1 - Society lunch following worship

September Courier article deadline is
August 15, 2021!
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First Sunday After-Church Lunch Gatherings
On the first Sunday each month beginning onAugust 1,
everyone is encouraged to stay after worship for a lunch
prepared by volunteers from the congregation. A donation to
offset costs is appreciated but not required. If you are willing to
help prepare lunch on some future Sunday, please reach out to
GarryWalsh.

Vacation Bible School Returns!
Tuesday, July 6 - Thursday July 8

9 AM - 12 PM
Preschool (age 4) - Future 6th graders

Joseph the Dreamer
How God Has a Plan for Our Life

Registration form online at www.sowerschapel.org or contact
Michelle Hardt to participate@ 724-989-4532 or

2michellelindsay@gmail.com

The Sower's Chapel Golf Scramble

Saturday, September 4, 2021

Birdsfoot Golf Club

2 pm Start

7 pm Dinner

Mark your calendar!
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