
Reflections on True Christianity
Recently I have been engaged in a study of the Jonathan
Rose [New Century Edition] translation of the capstone
New Church book, True Christianity. It is study that I
hope to offer as a three-part small group series this fall.

True Christianity lays out the full scope of New Church
teachings, helping us truly understand the nature of our
Creator and howHis Infinite and unchanging love and
wisdom have brought into being and maintained all things.
Throughout the book we are given the means to form
insights into how our lives either align with or stand
opposed to the Divine order. Are we working in harmony
with the infinite Divine, or are we acting in ways that
conflict with Him?

As I work through the book, one of the statements that
particularly jumped out to me was this one:

Be careful not to convince yourself that you are
alive from yourself – do not think you are wise,
have faith, are loving, perceive truth, or will and
do what is good from yourself. (§ 40)

It is hard to imagine any of us not falling into this error. If
we did not know any better, and most people don’t, then it
would seem obvious that our thoughts, affections, indeed
our life, were our own. This is because we don’t feel the
life force flowing into us.We are not conscious of how we
are merely receptacles of thoughts and feelings rather than
being the origin of them.

Consider how different life is when someone
acknowledges that they exist because God exists. They
have thoughts and feelings because they are part of a grand
spiritual reality that is mostly beyond our consciousness.
Yet, even though we can’t generate and sustain our own
life, and we can’t be the origin of the ideas that we become
consciously aware of or the feelings that come over us, we
still have some control over how we respond to these
things.

A person, for example, who has the tendency to be easily
frustrated by the actions of others needs to accept that,
while the feelings of frustration have come to them from
somewhere outside, they have a responsibility to fight
against them.

Negative thoughts and feelings need to be rejected.
Positive ones need to be fostered. This is the essence of
our life journey. Along the way we need to know and be
regularly reassured that the Lord God, our Divine
Creator, is there with us. He created us so that the
adventure, which is life in this world, might be a success. It
is possible to no longer think or feel anything negative.
Few people will probably reach this goal in this lifetime.
Still, the end of earthly life does not mean the end of the
journey. The whole of eternity lies ahead during which we
can continue on.

Blessings,
Garry

Passing of Vaughnlea Good Gerhard
Vaughnlea Good Gerhard passed peacefully on April 29,
2021. She was 83 years old. A memorial service will be
held on Sunday, August 22, 2021, at 3:00 pm in the Bryn
Athyn Cathedral (preludes beginning at 2:40 pm). Rev.
Jeremy Simons will officiate. All are welcome to attend or
watch the live stream on the Bryn Athyn Church website.

Vaughnlea and her younger sister Karen (Heinrichs) were
orphaned when their parents were killed in a car accident
in the late ’40s on the Pennsylvania turnpike. They came
to Pittsburgh to live with Dr. Rena H. Lindsay and her
husband Alexander P. Lindsay, Esq., who raised them. As
young girls they spent much time on the farm of Rena and
Alexander’s son and daughter-in-law, Alexander and Betty
Lindsay. They attended the Pittsburgh New Church
School and Vaughnlea later attended public high school in
Pittsburgh, then the Girl’s School in BA and later
graduated from Penn State, many years before the
existence of The Sower’s Chapel.
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September Meetings
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00 am - Pastor at church
Saturday, Sept 4, 2:00 PM - Annual Golf Scramble

Tuesday,Sept 7, 7:00 pm - Pastor’s Council
Tuesday, Sept 14, 7:00 pm - Board of Trustees

Looking Ahead:
On Sunday, October 3rd we welcome our Regional Pastor,
Michael Gladish to preach. It is anticipated that the service
will be followed by a Society luncheon. Pastor Garry will
be away the 2nd – 4th, guest preaching at our sister
congregation in Palo Alto, CA (the Bay area).

October Courier article deadline is
September 25, 2021!

The Sower's Chapel Golf Scramble

Saturday, September 4, 2021

Birdsfoot Golf Club

2 pm Start

7 pm Dinner


