
AGoal for 2022
I reflect, from time to time, on the ultimate purpose of our
congregation. I am proud of our church and feel humble to have
been called to be your pastor. Still, the lingering question
remains, what does the Lord ultimately want The Sower’s
Chapel to be?What dowe want and need it to be? It seems to
many members of the congregations, as well as to me, that we
are, first and foremost, to be a loving and supportive community
where each Sunday at 10 AM, people can come together in
communal worship to the Lord our Savior.

Therefore, every week a great deal of work goes into making
worship as enjoyable, informative, and inspiring as possible.
However, we should not rest on our laurels. Continual
improvements are always needed. Still, what we have now seems
to be appropriately reverent and encouraging. No one should
feel afraid to invite others whenever they feel the call to do so.

Nevertheless, doing what we’ve been doing, even if we are
continuing to work on refining it, seems like it is not quite
enough. Surely there must be more that we can do for the Lord,
each other, and the community around us.

We wonder then what that “something more” might look like.
In thinking about this we consider how, in multiple places
throughout the New Church teachings, we are given the
important message that, “the Church is especially where the
Word is read, and the Lord is thereby known.”

In other words, for a person or a community to be part of the
Lord’s true Church, he or she must have come to knowHim
through the teachings of HisWord. Often, when we read the
term “Word” in the books for the New Church, the reference is
clearly to the Old and New Testament Scriptures. However, in
the context of the teaching about having and reading theWord,
it seems that the New Church teachings are also pointing to
themselves.

While people regularly come to know and love Jesus Christ,
their Lord and their Creator through the Bible or other means,
New Church teachings make Him even more accessible. And,
the more the Lord is known, the easier it is to love Him with a
truly humble and human love.

With this in mind, we reflect on this striking teaching from
‘True Christianity’: “From now on, no Christians will go to
heaven unless they believe in the Lord God the Savior and turn
to Him alone.”

To enter heaven, therefore, it seems that a person must know
that Jesus was the God of heaven and earth come into the world.
They must believe that He rose again on the third day after
allowing His natural body to be killed by evil men. And, most
importantly, that He did all of this so that He can more fully
connect with us, and we can love Him as the knowable and
loveable Divine Human that He is.

As said already, the more we know the Lord, the more we can
love Him. And, the more that we know and love the Lord the
more we can grow as a person fromHim and come into His
heaven.

What then might be an important aim for our congregation in
2022? Perhaps it is to step up our efforts to help the world
understand who the Lord is, so the world might be in a better
position to love Himmore. How we might do this is an open
question. Perhaps sometime soon we can come together as a
community and work on ways to help this happen.

— Garry

GuestWorship Testimonials
Through 2022 we will be regularly welcoming guest speakers
at our Sunday worship services. They will each bring a special
message about the helpful work they are doing and the personal
rewards they gain from serving the community.

We anticipate our first speaker being Emma Fazio Schepner.
On January 23rd she will be talking about her experiences
working with Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Expect services with guest speakers to be single talk only with
no separate Children’s Talk or Sunday School.

Suggestions for guest speakers on following months are
welcome.
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Men's Brunch
Saturday, January 15, 10 AM at the church
Our brunch on January 15 is specifically focused on men in
their retirement years. However, men of all ages are very warmly
welcome.

The aim is to share in food, prayer and a short doctrinal
discussion. Mostly, this is a chance for the more senior men of
the congregation to get together to discuss what they might be
able to do for the current and future health and welfare of the
congregation.

Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study
Our Tuesday afternoon Bible study resumes at 1 PM January 4
at 1833 Coffee and Tea.

We will resume reading a chapter a week from the Book of
Genesis, beginning with Chapter 4, the story of Cain and Abel.

We look forward to seeing you there. New people are always
warmly welcome.

Wednesday Evening Study Group
OurWednesday evening doctrinal study group will
recommence at the church at 7 PM, January 5. After previously
studying ‘Doctrine of Life’, we will move on to ‘Doctrine of
Faith’. This is contained in same book as ‘Doctrine of Life’ for
those who already have a copy of the new Swedenborg
Foundation edition.We have two additional copies at the
church for purchase, with more on the way.

Our first class will present an outline of the book and consider
No’s 1-12. These describe how “faith”, as it is often
understood, is often only “blind faith” which requires a person
to set aside rational thinking and simply accept what others are
telling them. “Blind faith”, or faith without understanding, is
ultimately no faith at all.

New people are always warmly welcome.

December Calendar Dates
Jan 4: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study (Genesis 4)

7 PM at the church - Pastor’s Council
Jan 5: 7pm at the church -Doctrine of Faith study
Jan 11: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study (Genesis 5)

7 PM at the church - Board Meeting
Jan 12: 7 PM at the church -Doctrine of Faith Study
Jan 15: 10 AM at the church - Men’s Brunch
Jan 18: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study (Genesis 6)
Jan 19: 7 PM at the church -Doctrine of Faith Study
Jan 23: Worship with Guest Speaker
Jan 25: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study (Genesis 7)
Jan 26: 7 PM at the church -Doctrine of Faith Study

2005 Liturgies Available
Did you know that the Bryn Athyn Cathedral bookstore has
literally thousands of copies of the blue, 2005 edition of the
Liturgy for sale at just $8 each? You can order them easily by
going to www.newchurchbooks.com, or, if you wish, anyone
visiting BA can pick them up and schlep them back
home for you.

Prayer & Providence
This very latest book published by the General Church is a
collection of 40 sermons by the undersigned. It has been
selling well and is available through the Cathedral bookstore at
$15 each, or you can order it directly from the author by writing
to him atmdgladish@gmail.com. Youmight also find one
in your church's book display.

Mike Gladish (publication committee volunteer)
3039 Huntingdon Pike, Box 550, Bryn Athyn, PA 19009

cell/text: 301-461-3521

Daily Bible Verse Available
The New Christian Bible Study now sends a daily Bible verse to
anyone requesting it. To be added to the list of recipients go to
https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/daily-verse.
as most of them are now out of print.

Happy New Year!
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