
All of us are at early stages of our personal journey towards true
wisdom. This means that we are not expected to have a perfect
understanding of everything that the Lord teaches, or a solution
to every human problem. Fortunately, in each area where we fall
short, the Lord is with us, seeking opportunities to give us
some much-needed clarity.

It is certainly no understatement to say that we live in a highly
politically-charged time. Right now, we are dealing with the
effects of the war in Ukraine and rising inflation, LGBTQIA+
rights and the overturning of Roe vsWade, to mention just a
few of the most critical issues.

Everyone seems to have an opinion on each of these subjects.
This means that as individuals and people of the church we need
to be calling on the Lord.We need His teachings and guidance
so that we might find clarity when it comes to how we should
stand on these issues.

The Bible and the teachings for the New Church give us a vast
reservoir of information when it comes to spiritual and worldly
matters. Yet, even lifelong scholars disagree on many subjects.
In fact, some people find it hard to believe that what they see as
clear teachings often appear to be far less clear to others.

This reality points to how limited our wisdom usually is. It
would seem that if two knowledgeable people were drawing on
the same set of facts that they would reach the same conclusion.
Very often this is anything but the case.With this is mind we
reflect on the words that the Lord Jesus used to open His
Sermon on the Mount:

He taught, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:3) In the New Church book
‘Doctrine of the Lord’ we are taught that this message refers to
people who are in a “state of humility.” (§49:2) Put differently,
the Lord’s kingdom is enjoyed by people who are humble when
it comes to their own ability to know what is genuinely true and
therefore lead a truly useful life.

It is in our nature to believe that we are right, that we have the
answers, and that we are more intelligent when it comes to
some subject than another person who disagrees with us. Yes, it
is true that we need to stand up for what we believe. But we

should never be so strident in our convictions that we are
unable to listen to other points of view.

Speaking also to the subject of the “spiritually poor” as
referenced in Matthew 5, the New Church book ‘Apocalypse
Revealed’ says that the “wretched and poor” are those people
“who lack concepts of truth and goodness and yet desire
them.” (§209) Consider the powerful message here. Each of us
is encouraged to reflect on our “wretchedness and poverty”
when it comes to our understanding of many things.We should
have the desire to know more than we already do and to
therefore build on our existing knowledge and wisdom.
Through this process we might strengthen our conviction on
one subject while finding ourselves with a changed conviction
concerning something else.

It can be terribly frustrating when we see things happen in our
world that believe are not right. It can be hard to be patient with
people who do not see things our way. These are normal human
reactions. But remember, despite what seems to be going on,
the Lord is constantly working to set humanity on the right
track. It can be hard to see His vision, but comforting to know
that He has one. Study, reflection and prayer on our part are the
keys to us having a clearer understanding.

- Garry

International Clergy Meetings – Brief Report
As is so often the case, this year’s clergy meetings from June
21-24, were mostly focused on U.S. domestic challenges. This
time the emphasis was on better understanding issues
connected to the church’s relationship with the LGBTQIA+
community.
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During the course of the week there were two occasions when
small protests by LGBTQIA+ supporters took place outside of
where the clergy were gathered. Both of these were peaceful
and respectful.

The continuing stance of the Bishop of the church with the
support of the clergy is that true marriage can only exist
between one man and one woman as per the clear teachings of
the book ‘Conjugial (or Married) Love’ and other places
throughout the doctrine of the church. There are some people
who would like to see a change in this policy. Other people are
simply looking for the church to show more obvious
compassion toward people who are dealing with gender identity
and related issues.

On the whole the ministers in the church are extremely
sympathetic to the very real challenges that people face, and
want to be able to demonstrate the Lord’s unconditional love.
Yet, the Lord has set moral standards that must be understood
and which we must aspire to in order to more fully experience
His eternal joy and peace.

To say that these are difficult issues is an understatement. A
process will continue after the meetings to further assess the
specifics of where the clergy stands on these issues. The aim is
to formulate a message from the church that is both true to the
Lord’s ideals and also demonstrates His ever-present
compassion.

I am happy is discuss these issues with anyone who has
questions or concerns.

—Garry

Children’s Vacation Bible School
Please join us for Vacation Bible School July 5, 6 & 7 from
9AM-12PM. Our theme this year is how God rescues us in
times of need. We will have three fun-filled mornings of music,
crafts, bible study and games. Please register with Michelle
724-989-4532 or online www.sowerschapel.org. Adult and
teen volunteers are needed to make VBS a success! Please
contact Michelle if you are interested in volunteering.

Christianity Reimagined – Online Program
8 PM Thursdays
We are pleased to announce a new online discussion group
titled “Christianity Reimagined”, hosted by our pastor Garry
Walsh. The intent of the discussion is to allow people of all
walks of life to discuss what Christianity means to them and

how, through practicing true Christianity, the world might
become a better place.

Sign up for the discussion is taking place through Meetup. The
link is https://www.meetup.com/christianity-reimagined-
discussion/events/. Everyone is very welcome.

Garry will be happy to answer any questions that you might
have.

Regular In-Worship Holy Supper
We are pleased to recommence quarterly in-worship Holy
Supper. The first of these will take place on July 24. There will
be separate Children’s and Adult talks as normal. However, the
talk for the adults will be shortened to allow for all adults to
freely take Holy Supper if they would like during the final
portion of worship.

July Calendar Dates
July 5-7: 9 AM- Noon - Vacation Bible School@ church
July 5: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study (Book of Acts)
July 7: 8 PM online - Christianity Reimagined: Discussing

the Ideal Christian (See Garry for details)
July 10: Luncheon after worship
July 12: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study (Book of Acts)
July 14: 8 PM online - Christianity Reimagined
July 17: Worship on the Knob
July 19: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study (Book of Acts)
July 21: 8 PM online - Christianity Reimagined
July 26: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study (Book of Acts)
July 28: 8 PM online - Christianity Reimagined

August Calendar Dates
Aug 2: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study
Aug 4: 8 PM online - Christianity Reimagined
Aug 9: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study
Aug 11: 8 PM online - Christianity Reimagined
Aug 16: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study (Book of Acts)
Aug 18: 8 PM online - Christianity Reimagined
Aug 23: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study (Book of Acts)
Aug 25: 8 PM online - Christianity Reimagined
Aug 28: Worhip on the Knob
Aug 30: 1 PM at 1833 Coffee - Bible Study
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Jacob’s Creek Family Retreat
July 24 – July 27, 2022
Our retreat will be held at the Laurelville Retreat Center in Mt.
Pleasant, Pennsylvania.
This Year’s Theme: The Ten Commandments
We are capping attendance at 150 people, so don't wait to sign
up.
Get your registration forms online at: https://
www.jacobscreekfamilyretreat.org/
Friend us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/
JacobsCreekFamilyRetreat/
Or you can contact Julie Uber at 412-782-2710 (h)
or julie.uber@gmail.com to receive forms by mail or email.

Annual Golf Scramble - Save the Date!
Saturday,Sept. 3, 2022
2:00 pm Shotgun Start

7:00 pm Dinner

Bryn Athyn College Seeking President
Bryn Athyn College is seeking applicants for the position of
President. The President is the chief executive officer of the
school, reporting directly to the Board of Trustees which is
chaired by the Chancellor, and has responsibility for and
oversight of all campus administration, faculty, and students.
More specifically, the President of Bryn Athyn College is
responsible for:

• leading the school toward the achievement of its Charter
purposes,

• leading the implementation of the strategic plan,

• working collaboratively with key stakeholders, such as the
Board of Trustees, Academy Corporation,
administrators, Faculty Council, students, Alumni
Association, and other divisions of the Academy,

• developing the college's assets and seeking new ones.

Currently reporting to the President are the Dean of the
Theological School, the Dean of Academics, the Dean of
Faculty, the Dean of Student Life, the Chief Financial Officer,
the VP of Enrollment Management, and the Director of
Institutional Advancement.

Bryn Athyn College currently offers the following
undergraduate majors: Biology, Business, Early Childhood and
Special Education, English, Human Society, Interdisciplinary
Studies, Psychology, and Religion. Its graduate degrees are the
Master of Divinity Master of Arts in Religious Studies, and a
Master of Science in Special Education. Eighty-five percent of
students in a major graduate, and the general graduation rate
continues to increase as more students see the college as their
four-year degree school. While presently at 250 students,
enrollment is expected to increase to 400.

As stated in the institution’s by-laws, the successful candidate
will be a member of the General Church of the New Jerusalem.
Thus, the college seeks a candidate who loves both the New
Church and liberal arts education. Professional experience in
academia and a graduate degree are preferred, but the position
is open to candidates with other backgrounds.

Applicants should submit a letter of interest and a curriculum
vitae by September 15, 2022.

Nominations, application materials, and inquiries should be
addressed to:

Bryn Athyn College Presidential Search Committee
Attention: Chancellor Peter Buss, Jr.
P.O. Box 743
Bryn Athyn, PA 19009
Peter.Buss.Jr@newchurch.org
267-502-4918
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